
Maybe not the Valentine or St Patty’s greeting you expected… 

 
A brief summary of the past season from  RFucci: 
 

2008 was a busy year for Freedom’s Wings 
International in fulfilling its mission of providing soaring 
opportunities to persons with disabilities. 
 
In June we were hosted by the Philadelphia Glider 
Council at their field in Hilltown, PA where we 
introduced 22 persons with disabilities to the joy of 
soaring flight. 
 
During August and September we had participants 
from York Rehabilitation Hospital and Mount Sinai 
Rehabilitation Hospital fly with us at our home field, 
Van Sant Airport, in Erwinna, PA. 
 
During the course of the year, Freedom’s Wings had 
three students with disabilities take instruction.  Two of 
the students were new to flying while the third had 
been a student previously and is on the verge of her 
solo flight. 
 
In late fall we were scheduled to visit Mid-Atlantic 
Soaring Association at their field in Fairfield, PA to 
give rides to veterans from Walter Reed Army Hospital 
as well as to participants from The National Rehab 
Hospital.  Unfortunately, severe weather forced 
cancellation of the entire weekend of soaring. 
 
Finally in November and December we positioned one 
of our Grob 103A gliders at Blairstown airport in 
Blairstown, NJ in order to experience ridge soaring.  
The folks at Yards Creek Soaring and Aero Club 
Albatross warmly welcomed us, readily shared their 
ridge expertise and graciously assisted us in any way 
possible. 
 

 

 

 

 

2009 Board Meetings  

Members encouraged to attend.  
April 18; July 18; October 17 
All meetings are on Saturdays, beginning at 
10:30 A.M.  The April 18th will be held at the 
Warren County Library, 4 Lambert Road, 
Blairstown, NJ, phone (908) 362-8335 

(remaining meetings TBA) 

General Membership Meeting  

The next annual General Membership 
Meeting will be held March 20, 2010 - at the 
Hunterdon County Library in Flemington, NJ. 

For directions: 
http://www.hclibrary.us/about/newdirections.htm 

The Freedom's Wings Picnic  

This year’s picnic will be September 12, 2009 
at either Van Sant or Blairstown... to be 
announced.  

2009 Introductory Glider Ride Events  

These events offer introductory glider rides to 
persons with disabilities. They are scheduled as 
follows:  

• Saturday and Sunday, June 6 and 7 - at 
Philadelphia Glider Council in Hilltown PA  

• Friday September 11 at Van Sant or 
Blairstown for Mount Sinai Rehab Hospital  

• Saturday and Sunday, October 24 and 25 
at Mid-Altlantic Soaring Association in 
Fairfield, PA  

The Rain dates for all events are the following 
week. 

 
 

Freedom’s Tales 

Volume 09, No. 1, March 2009 



  
 
 

 
 

 
  
Dispatches from Minden, NV 
 
Some of you may know of the trip to Minden taken in May 08 by 
our RFucci & BBrown.  Some of the trip highlights: 
 
(Sunday) 

Well the short version is that we launched at midday and 
landed two hours later. Ah, but the details… 
 
A good thermalling day was forecast with a 30% possibility 
of thunderstorms. We released into some building cumulus 
clouds to the northeast leveling at the bases which were  
just over 10,000'.Since there were showers reaching the 
ground at the southern end of the valley we headed north in 
partly sunny skies with good lift along the way. Our plan was 
to divert into Carson City Airport if the rain showers in the 
south moved up the valley too quickly. 
 
We headed over to the Carson Mountain Range which is 5 
miles west of the field...the other side of which is Lake 
Tahoe. We thermalled along a cloud street north at 12,000' 
with the ridges below at 9,200'.We were experiencing some 
ridge lift as well as thermal lift. 
 
The rain showers were moving over the field as we streeted 
north and south along the ridges. While working our way 
south toward clearing skies we encountered snow showers. 
While ridge soaring about 5 miles SW of the field a bolt of 
lightning pierced the rain clouds now just north of the field. 
Not wanting to share the sky with thunderbolts we 
immediately headed back to to Minden Airport skirting some 
rain showers to land uneventfully. By the time we touched 
down the rain had stopped...and the gusty winds!...as the 
showers moved off to the north. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
(…later that week): 
We planned, dressed and packed for wave but alas none 
was encountered. We did fly for five hours though in 
excellent thermal soaring conditions reaching 
15,000'.....the pictures say it all. 
 
At the end of the afternoon we were close to the Carson 
Mountains west of the field working some weak rotor and 
wave. When the wave was encountered the air became 
smooth and quiet and the variometer read a steady 800' 
per minute up. When we returned to Minden airport to 
land the winds were 20 knots gusting to 28 with a 40* 
crosswind! After dinner around 7:30 the lenticular clouds 
indicating wave lined the valley north to south.....too late 
for us to experience. 
 
The forecast for Thursday was for fair soaring conditions 
at best. We launched early afternoon and worked very 
weak thermals....Bruce had a spectacular 900' 
save...and somehow we managed to stay aloft for two 
hours. 
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(Minden….continued): 

 
 

About mid afternoon lens shaped lenticular clouds began to 
form just east of the 9200' mountains to the west. Beyond 
those mountains in a cauldron lies Lake Tahoe. We 
launched again this time with oxygen and took a high tow to 
the western mountains to 9500'. After some probing around 
we did get into wave...smooth air, wings level with the glider 
rising steadily. The wave was not strong though we did 
manage to climb to 12,500'. As mentioned previously on 
Tuesday a visiting pilot released at 2500'and climbed in 
wave to 28,000'+....with rates of climb at 3000' per minute!  
We are hoping to have the opportunity to experience that as 
well. 
 
Today my body said "No Mas!"  Bruce and I had breakfast 
and he set off to fly while I rested (much needed!) and 
packed for the long trip home tomorrow. When 5:30 came 
and went and I had not heard from Bruce I figured he had 
encountered the elusive wave at last....or landed out. He 
finally checked in upon landing at 6:30 after a 6 hour and 39 
minute flight!! Those are Iron Man credentials. 
 

 
 

= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 
 
 

 

 
 
 
New local scenery! 
 
As mentioned on page 1, N217BG migrated late in the 
season to Blairstown, NJ, for the foreseeable future.  
The site offers flying and soaring opportunities beyond 
those commonly found at Van Sant --- ridge soaring and 
wave! --- and the local pilots have enthusiastically 
welcomed FWI.  Yards Creek Soaring and Aero Club 
Albatross have been accommodating and helpful to an 
astounding degree. 
 

 
 
…from BBrown in late November: 
 

The Blairstown operation is in full swing now! N217BG 
has a secure tie-down, the canopies have been well 
sealed with weather stripping and an air vent deflector 
“fence” installed to redirect vent air to the inside 
Plexiglas to prevent fogging and frosting. 
 
The Yards Creek Soaring Staff have been great! Mr. Jim 
Angelou and Mr. Bob Cook have begun instructing with 
Freedom’s Wings in N217BG! The Yards Creek 4 wheel 
drive truck, retrieve crew and glider trailer have been 
offered to Freedom’s Wings in the very unlikely event of 
an off-field landing. Furthermore, we have been advised 
(by Mr. Jim Angelou), that whatever Freedom’s Wings 
needs, Yards Creek Soaring will provide if they are 
capable of doing so!  
 
The Aero Cub Albatross (ACA) members have been 
equally supportive of Freedom’s Wings Soaring at 
Blairstown! For example: ACA has loaned a barograph 
to FWI, ACA members have always been there for us 
with ground tow and assistance to secure our ship after 
soaring!  
 
The Freedom’s Wings PIC’s who have been checked out 
for local flying at Blairstown with 10 knot winds or less 
are: Fooch, Kris, and myself. I have also been signed off 
for flying the Blairstown Ridge and Wave. 
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(Blairstown…continued) 
 

Freedom’s Wings has flown to date [late November]  6 
Ridge Days: 2 excellent days, 1 very good day, 1 good 
day…2 days the ridge was more appropriate for the expert 
ridge runners so we opted to climb out in the excellent 
thermal lift (up to 1,000 fpm climbs at our best) and fly the 
streets. 
 
Kris first experienced the ridge on one of the days we chose 
to depart the ridge opting to fly thermal lift. Kris’ second 
experience on the ridge was on a very good ridge day, we 
also flew streets and mild wave. John, an ACA Pilot, flew a 
Schweitzer 1-26 250 miles on the ridge that day! That same 
day, another ACA Pilot, Bobby Templin launched his LS-3 
at 11:30 AM and landed at 4:30 PM! Bobby is credited with 
two 1,000KM Diploma flights from Blairstown!  
 

 
 
Cathy-Anne has flown the most at Blairstown and she has 
experienced the most! One very good ridge day and two 
excellent ridge days of which the last day we flew on an 
overcast day as a warm front approached, the southeast 
winds supported very excellent ridge soaring on the 
southeast slopes, which are better sculpted for ridge 
soaring. The stratus clouds that last soaring day revealed 
the presence of good wave along the Kittatiny Mountains as 
far as we could see! The southeast ridge soaring was 
glassy smooth, similar to wave soaring! We suspect the 
smooth air was the result of a temperature inversion 
associated with the approaching warm front; hence the 
laminar airflow.  This led us to consider taking a high tow, as 
thermal lift would most likely not be an option, to attempt to 
contact the southeast generated wave next time similar 
conditions are present.                         
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
My only criticism about my last flight with Cathy-Anne 
is…that she didn’t let me touch the flight controls once 
for the entire flight! However, I did enjoy sight seeing and 
taking pictures of the Delaware Water Gap from the 
“east” ridge. As we approached the Gap, my cell phone 
rang?! I had forgotten to shut off the phone and it had 
dialed “911” accidentally!! Of course, “911” called back. 
I told the operator: ‘everything was OK that we were near 
the Delaware Water Gap’. I didn’t dare mention we were 
a few hundred feet in the air along the ridge flying in a 
glider! As we didn’t want a plethora of emergency 
vehicles littering the beautiful scenery of the Water Gap!  
 
Fooch has flown thermals at Blairstown and we hope he 
can soon experience the ridge and wave when it’s really 
cookin’!   
 
Yards Creek Soaring will operate all through the winter, if 
any snow accumulation is on the grass glider runway, it 
will be packed down so the glider runway remains 
usable. Gliders will tow and land on the paved runway 
when the snow depth is such that packing it down is not 
feasible. 
 
Wesley Potter, one of the Van Sant Lineman and his 
father went for glider rides with me on November 23

RD
 

when the thermals were tough to work, but we had a 
chance to confirm good communications using the 
walkie-talkies between the glider 3 miles away above the 
ridge and his father on the ground at the Blairstown 
Airport. Wes is planning to join Freedom’s Wings!      
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A Renewed Appeal for Your (Financial) 

Support… 

 

Most of you know that the mission of Freedom’s Wings 
International (FWI) is to provide soaring opportunities for 
persons with disabilities. We depend entirely upon the 
generosity of our members and the organizations and 
friends who support our activities. This makes your support 
of FWI, in this unsettled time, more important than ever 
before. We urge you to be generous in helping us. Your 
contribution, in any amount of time or financial aid, will be 
most gratefully appreciated. Every dime that we receive 
goes right back into the FWI program and into the 
maintenance and operation of our fleet of two aircraft. 

For those of you who have enjoyed flying with us, we 
suggest that you provide information about FWI to the 
various organizations with which you do business, or social 
and support groups with whom you have contact. Perhaps 
they would be inclined to support us as well. Don’t forget 
that we are a non-profit organization, recognized under 
Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. 
Accordingly, any contribution you make to us is tax 
deductible to the extent permitted by law.  

 

Thank you from all of us who care so deeply about 
Freedom's Wings International and for helping us meet our 
obligations and future objectives. 

 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

 

The Usual Suspects: 
 
President:  Richard Fucci            

 
Vice President:  Chris Lapinski       

 
Recording Secretary:  Lynne Greenblatt 

 
Treasurer:  Cathy Ann McLaughlin 

                                                         
Corresponding Secretary:  Carl Slegel 

                                                

Trustee:  Bruce Brown               

Trustee:  Bill Murphy               

Important internet links: 

http://ssa.org/ -- Soaring Society of America 

http://www.freedomswings.org/ --  us   

 check out Links & Events calendar,  

 video of NBC network coverage! 

http://www.netreach.net/~abrejcha/flying.htm -- 

 “From Wheelchair to Sailplane” 

http://www.sitski.com/42501.htm  --   

 “Soaring with Freedom’s Wings” 

http://www.pgcsoaring.org/ --  

Philadelphia Glider Council (with webcam!) 

http://www.freedomswings.ca/fw/ --   

 our counterpart in Canada 

http://www.bdfa.net/ -- British Disabled Flying Ass’n 

http://www.asadurango.org/ -- Adaptive Sports Ass’n 

http://www.intellicast.com/National/Radar/Current.aspx?l
ocation=USPA1276 -- current weather radar 

http://www.uswx.com/us/wx/pa/18944/ --local summary 

http://adds.aviationweather.gov/ -- serious planning 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
…my thanks to this edition’s contributors: Fooch, Bruce, & Bob 
                                                       Carl, editor & publisher 
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FREEDOM’S WINGS 
324 Charles Street, Apt 25 
Coopersburg, PA  18036 

USA 
 

PHONE: 
(800) 382-1197 

 

E-MAIL: 
rrfucci@earthlink.net 

 
 

WEBSITE: 
http://www.freedomswings.org/ 

 



 

… If you want to share our message/news/mission, 
feel free to copy and pass it on.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 FREEDOM’S WINGS 
324 Charles Street, Apt 25 
Coopersburg, PA  18036 

                              (address label here) 
 
 
 

 


